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News Note

Term 2, Week 7
5th June 2017

Educational, Caring, Family Focused
WE NEED YOUR HELP TO SUPPORT OUR
GARDEN AND MOWING ROSTER

Thank you, Andrew Gooch for mowing and
caring for the garden on the weekend.
The garden is a vital part of our learning
environment. The gardens up keep and care
is an ongoing commitment to valuing the
importance of young children learning, and
education & care.

Thank you to our volunteers
for the 2017 Mowing Roster?
Term
Wk7: 10th/11th June– Annette and Martin Wallis
Wk8: 17th /18th June– Kate Rutter
Wk9: 24th /25th June – Heath Forsstrom
Return to Term 3, 2017
Bradly Evans- Weekend 15th /16th July 2017
Term 3
WK1: 22nd /23rd July - Grant McNamara
WK2:29th /30th July -Tom & Sarah Pollard
WK3:5th /6th August – Jamie Vesey
WK4: 12th/ 13th August – Dav Goodwin
WK5: 19th/20th August - Michelle Barnett & Sarah Johnsen
WK6: 26th/27th August – Dean & Kylie Slade
WK7: 2nd /3rd September Melissa Hamilton/Scott Colbourn
Wk8: 9th /10th September- Andrew Gooch
Wk9: 16th/17th September– Annette and Martin Wallis
Term 4
Drew Robinson - Weekend 7th /8th October 2017
Wk1: 14th /15th October– Kate Rutter
Wk2: 21st /22ndh October– Heath Forsstrom
Wk3: 28th/29th October-Bradly Evans

Dear Families…if you are not sure about
if your child will be having another year
at preschool or transition to school
please
consider the Early Years Learning
Thank you for being an active part of our
Framework
Outcomes.
preschoolLearning
community.
To all the families
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whoChildren
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mowing
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identity
2. Children are connected with and
contribute to their world
3. Children have a strong sense of
wellbeing
4. Children are confident and
involved learners
5. Children are effective
communicators
Please do not hesitate to chat to your
child’s educators.

Transitioning to School

Dear families, It is time to start thinking about if your child
will be transitioning to school in 2018.
If your child is transitioning to school in 2018 and you haven’t
decided on a school, early next term is the time to visit our
local schools:
Quirindi Public School and St Joseph’s School
When your decision is made share your expression interests
of enrolment and this will assist the schools with draft
numbers enrolling in 2018.
Please keep in mind that current research does not support
starting children young and repeating children.
Please take the time to look up
the Parent Awareness Campaign
Link. Flyer attached

http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/what-we-offer/regulation-andaccreditation/early-childhood-education-care/funding/startstrong/info-for-parents
A CHILD NEEDS A GREAT PARENT AND A GREAT TEACHER
90% of a child’s brain develops before age 5
Parent Awareness Campaign
The "It Makes You Think" parent awareness campaign is now
underway.
The "It Makes You Think" campaign promotes the benefits of
participating in early childhood education via the interactive
website www.startstrong.nsw.edu.au.
Ninety per cent of a child's brain development occurs in the
first five years of a child's life making it a critical window for
early education.
Early childhood education prepares children for school by
supporting their social, cognitive and emotional
development – all skills that they need to be able to learn.
When children have had early childhood education, they're
more likely to have a strong start at school and academic
and social success throughout their lives.
http://www.startstrong.nsw.edu.au/brain/detail/image/high
er-iq-score

Community Engagement – excursions connect our children to their community
A community is more than just a location, or a collection of individuals who happen to live or work
in the same place. When we talk about a ‘sense of community’ we usually mean the quality of the
relationships and connections that bind people together, rather than just the fact that they see
each other regularly. As early childhood educators, creating a ‘sense of community’ is an important
part of what we do. It is integral to the core themes of belonging and identity that run through the
Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF): ‘Children learn about themselves and construct their own
identity within the context of their families and communities’ (DEEWR, 2009, p. 20).
A culture of engagement: While early childhood services are, in many ways, perfectly placed to
play an important role in the local community, they can easily become cut off and isolated from
that community. The busyness of the day, and the feeling that it may be safer and easier to stay
inside the boundaries of the service rather than to venture out, can all limit how we connect with
the outside world.
If, however, we recognise that we are already part of the community, then our task becomes
comparatively easy. Recognising and building on the connections that already exist within a service
is one simple way to start engaging with the community.
Effective engagement is based on building relationships, and relationships take time to develop.
Even the most elaborate examples of community involvement usually started small.
Luke Touhill Early childhood consultant and writer
References Australian Children’s Education and Care Quality Authority (ACECQA) (2011). Guide to the National Quality
Standard. Sydney: ACECQA.
Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR). (2009) Belonging, Being and Becoming: The
Early Years Learning Framework for Australia. Canberra: Commonwealth of Australia.

Thank you, to all our families who can attend our excursions and involvement in our
preschool events, we sincerely appreciate your time. Thank you for being a part of
making our children’s learning visible. Thank you to the CWA and the Heritage Village
volunteers for supporting our excursion.

Ticks: Please be aware that Ticks could still be
a little active due to the beautiful warm days.
Please take the time when your children are
having a bath or shower to check. Thank you.

This week will be a busy week welcoming four work experience students from
Quirindi High School. We say goodbye to Alice Cudmore on Tuesday. Thank you,
Alice for your active involvement within our early childhood curriculum.

Dear families, we are after some rusty nails, horse shoes, copper and aluminium pipe to boil
up and use as a mordant. We will add leaves to make a natural dye. If you have something in
your shed you can share we would appreciate you sharing.
Fundraising Events: Dates to Remember
HAVE YOU ORDERED YOUR PIES!
Orders returned: Monday 5th June
Pies to be collected: Wednesday 14th May
Please invite family and friends to stock their freezers with
pies ready for the cold weather.

Reminder Preschool Fees are now due
If you pay regular payments on your fees, thank you
and please continue.
If you pay your fees in a lump sum, all fees are now
due for payment.
If you would like to discuss your fees, please don’t
hesitate to speak with Alison or Shaz.

HAVE YOU PURCHASED YOUR
DINNER AND MOVIE TICKET?
FRIENDS AND FAMILY
WELCOME.
FLYER ATTACHED.

Would you like to
care for the
chickens and the
gardens over the
holiday break?
Please let Shaz or
Alison know if you
can help.

QUIRINDI PRESCHOOL SKOOLBAG APP
We have been trialling an App for the Preschool through
Skoolbag. Some families may be familiar with Quirindi Public
School’s App. The families that have trialled along with the
Preschool have been happy with this application. We believe
it will be a great way to communicate with our families,
keeping them up to date with what’s happening at our
Preschool.
Attached to the newsletter is an information sheet and
instructions on how to download the App onto your smart
phones and smart devises (such as iPads and Android
Tablets). The App is free to download.
As it is still new to us all, we welcome any feedback or
suggestions of what you would like to see on the App, or if
you see an error. Currently we have newsletters and
upcoming events that will have “push” notifications sent as
reminders.
The Push notifications has categories set up as:
➢ Everyone
➢ Days of the week
➢ Committee (A password is required)
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact
the Preschool.

A fabulous way to end a day of bushwalking…
Quiet, thinking, self-regulation, taking responsibility, conversation, story-telling and
sharing times with friends!

