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Term 2, Week 2
13th May 2019

Educational, Caring, Family Focused
WE NEED YOUR HELP TO SUPPORT
GARDEN AND MOWING ROSTER

Thank you, to Jenni and Nick Hird for caring
for our preschool garden and chickens over
the weekend.
The garden is a vital part of our learning
environment. The garden maintenance is an
ongoing commitment to valuing the
importance of young children learning, and
education & care.

Thank you to our volunteers for
the 2019 Mowing Roster.
Term 2 2019
Wk3: 18th/19th May – Daniel and Tanya Peterson
Wk4: 25th/26th May – Dean and Kylie Slade
Wk5: 1st/2nd June – Chris and Jenna Wilson
Wk6: 8th/9th June – Sallie Nixon
Wk7: 15th/16th June – Shannon Reid
Wk8: 22nd/23rd June – Brittany and Jordan Whillock
Wk9: 29th/30th June – Luke and Rina Whitten
Wk10: 6th/7th July– Krystal and Lee Kelly
Term 3 2019
20th/21st July – Return to school – Kelly and Rod Grant
27th/28th July – Min Hamilton
3rd/4th August – Krysia and Peter Roberts
10th/11th August – Emma and Michael Lees

To all our Mums, Nans and Grandmas
we hope that you all shared and
enjoyed an extra special

Mother’s Day
Thank you to all our Mums, Nans and
Grandmas who were able to attend our
Mother’s Day Morning Tea.
Thank you for braving the cold and
keeping warm, partnering with your
children or grandchildren and being
involved with our activities.
Thank you collectively for a fun morning
and celebrating being a mum.

Thank you for being an active part of our
preschool community. To all the families who
have volunteered for our lawn mowing roster.
Your time is honestly appreciated.

To all our dear mums, nans, grandmas, guardians and our families

We love you!

Thank you to everyone for your delicious treats, thank you to Lindsay, Grace and Walter’s
mums for their help with making the morning run smoothly, thank you to Chloe’s mum for
the beautiful chrysanthemums shared from your home garden.

Dear mums, guardians, Nans, Grandmas and families, thank you for helping me grow,
thank you for pausing and waiting and watching me experience the emotions and
understanding of my thoughts.

Dear mums, guardians, Nans, Grandmas and families, thank you for giving me courage
and listening to my thoughts and guiding my thoughts with reasoning and imagination,
emotions and understanding and questions and possibilities.

Dear mums, guardians, Nans, Grandmas and families, thank you for understanding that
my questions are learning and that questions are not just answers but possibilities.

Dear mums, guardians, Nans, Grandmas and families, thank you for helping me
navigate the boundaries and think about new perspectives.

Dear mums, guardians, Nans, Grandmas and families, thank you for guiding my
social and cognitive conflict with questions and thoughts, that may trouble me, so
I think about, understand and maybe shift my point of view to learn and grow.

Dear mums, guardians, Nans, Grandmas and families, thank you for loving me and
caring for me. I love you!

Dear mums, guardians, Nans,
Grandmas and families, thank
you for giving me the
opportunity to gift you with my
thoughts and ideas.

Professional Development for our Educational
Team will be held
Sunday 26th May 2019 with Artist Shona Wilson,
Dr Sue Elliott (UNE) and Fran Hughes (Head
Teacher Sydney TAFE). Shona, Sue and Fran will
also be joining us at Preschool on Monday 27 th
May 2019. Topic’s of discussion, Critical
Reflection, Naked Geometry and Bush Kinder.
Thank you, to our educational team, for sharing
their Sunday.

Pie Drive Fundraiser
Orders Forms due 24th May 2019 for
Delivery 5th June

Thank you for your support our
Mental Health First Aid Training
is FULL.
Has anyone had the opportunity to
record any Frogs singing near you using
the Frog ID App and submit to the
scientists of The Australian Museum?

BUSHWALKS Please pack morning tea and lunch as
usual we will be taking your children’s bags. Please wear
long pants and long sleeve, socks and covered in shoes.
No sandals please. Please bring hats and warm clothes.

Due to the cold snap we are planning to
commence our BUSHWALKS next week.
Thank you to Charlotte’s mum for offering
the opportunity to walk on their farm
unfortunately the bus access was not
possible. We will be walking at Murrurundi
at Paradise Park. Please make a note of the
days your child will be bushwalking we aim to
leave at 9.30am. If your children attend
music on the Tuesday or the Wednesday or
have appointments, please speak to Shaz or
Alison to organise possible collection.

Proposed Bushwalks and Bush Exploration dates for Term 2 & 3, 2019
Term 2 Dates
Thursday 23rd May
Friday 7th June
Wednesday 19th June
Tuesday 25th June
Monday 1st June

Term 3 Dates
Thursday 25th July
Friday 2nd August
Wednesday 7th August
Tuesday 13th August
Monday 19th August
September Dates we will confirm, closer
to the time, due to weather.

Why Bushwalking and Bush Exploration
Bush Kinder and Forest School approaches have emerged in Australia over recent years as part of a
worldwide movement that now recognises play in nature as highly beneficial for young children.
Many educators are moving beyond the fence in early childhood services, and at times in schools to
explore urban and rural natural environments, such as park, bushland, farmland, beaches and
waterways. There is now a significant international research and publication based to support the
rapid emergence of bush kinder forest preschool/school programs.
▪ Children’s increased confidence, motivation and concentration; increased social, physical and
language skills, deeper conceptual understanding; and respect for the natural environment
(O’Brien, 2009; O’Brien & Murray, 2006)
▪ Children increased social and imaginary play (Fjortoft, 2004)
▪ Children’s more varied risk-taking behaviours and positive dispositions towards risk and
challenge (Walters & Begley, 2007)
▪ Busk Kinder and Forest preschool participants practicing a community of care, where
everyone takes responsibility for the safety and well being of the group (Coe, 2016)
▪ The enhancement of attitudes within families and the wider community towards natural
places and play (Knight, 2013a; O’Brien, 2009)
▪ Positive wellbeing benefits for diverse groups (Knight, 2011)
▪ A deepening of teachers’ understandings of the relationships with the children through
sustained shared thinking and more frequent child-initiated interactions with teachers,
promoted by the natural environment and found loose parts (Elliott & Chancellor, 2014;
Walters, 2012)
In summary, Bush Kinder Forest preschools/schools as a context for learning offer unplanned,
unknown, unpredictable encounters; these are significant provocations for learning (adapted
from Waters, 2012.
Outdoor Learning Environments, spaces for exploration, discovery and risk taking in the early
years - Edited by Helen Little, Sue Elliott and Shirley Wyver.
Dear Families, we have been bushwalking for the past 4-5 years during Term 2 and 3. If you have any
questions regarding the bushwalks please do not hesitate to speak to our educational team. Parents
are welcome to attend. Please note that on your child’s enrolment form you have signed that you
give permission for your child to attend bushwalks.

